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Table 5.2   Crude Oil and Natural Gas Wells Drilled
                       (Number of Wells)

Exploratory Development Total

Crude
Oil

Natural
Gas Dry Total

Crude
Oil

Natural
Gas Dry Total

Crude
Oil

Natural
Gas Dry Total

1973 Total ...................... 642 1,067 5,952 7,661 9,525 5,866 4,368 19,759 10,167 6,933 10,320 27,420
1974 Total ...................... 859 1,190 6,833 8,882 12,788 5,948 5,283 24,019 13,647 7,138 12,116 32,901
1975 Total ...................... 982 1,248 7,129 9,359 15,966 6,879 6,517 29,362 16,948 8,127 13,646 38,721
1976 Total ...................... 1,086 1,346 6,772 9,204 16,602 8,063 6,986 31,651 17,688 9,409 13,758 40,855
1977 Total ...................... 1,164 1,548 7,283 9,995 17,581 10,574 7,702 35,857 18,745 12,122 14,985 45,852
1978 Total ...................... 1,171 1,771 7,965 10,907 18,010 12,642 8,586 39,238 19,181 14,413 16,551 50,145
1979 Total ...................... 1,321 1,907 7,437 10,665 19,530 13,347 8,662 41,539 20,851 15,254 16,099 52,204
1980 Total ...................... 1,764 2,081 9,039 12,884 30,875 15,252 11,599 57,726 32,639 17,333 20,638 70,610
1981 Total ...................... 2,636 2,514 12,349 17,499 40,962 17,652 15,440 74,054 43,598 20,166 27,789 91,553
1982 Total ...................... 2,431 2,125 11,247 15,803 36,768 16,854 14,972 68,594 39,199 18,979 26,219 84,397
1983 Total ...................... 2,023 1,593 10,148 13,764 35,097 12,971 14,005 62,073 37,120 14,564 24,153 75,837
1984 Total ...................... 2,198 1,521 11,278 14,997 40,407 15,606 14,403 70,416 42,605 17,127 25,681 85,413
1985 Total ...................... 1,679 1,190 8,924 11,793 33,439 12,978 12,132 58,549 35,118 14,168 21,056 70,342
1986 Total ...................... 1,084 793 5,549 7,426 18,013 7,723 7,129 32,865 19,097 8,516 12,678 40,291
1987 Total ...................... 925 754 5,049 6,728 15,239 7,301 6,063 28,603 16,164 8,055 11,112 35,331
1988 Total ...................... 855 743 4,693 6,291 12,781 7,812 5,348 25,941 13,636 8,555 10,041 32,232
1989 Total ...................... 607 705 3,924 5,236 9,597 8,834 4,264 22,695 10,204 9,539 8,188 27,931
1990 Total ...................... 654 689 3,715 5,058 11,544 10,355 4,598 26,497 12,198 11,044 8,313 31,555
1991 Total ...................... 592 534 3,314 4,440 11,178 8,992 4,282 24,452 11,770 9,526 7,596 28,892
1992 Total ...................... 493 423 2,513 3,429 8,264 7,786 3,605 19,655 8,757 8,209 6,118 23,084
1993 Total ...................... 502 548 2,469 3,519 7,905 9,469 3,859 21,233 8,407 10,017 6,328 24,752
1994 Total ...................... 570 726 2,405 3,701 6,151 8,812 2,902 17,865 6,721 9,538 5,307 21,566
1995 Total ...................... 542 570 2,198 3,310 7,085 7,784 2,877 17,746 7,627 8,354 5,075 21,056
1996 Total ...................... 483 570 2,136 3,189 7,831 8,732 3,146 19,709 8,314 9,302 5,282 22,898
1997 Total ...................... 428 536 2,110 3,074 10,008 10,791 3,592 24,391 10,436 11,327 5,702 27,465
1998 Total ...................... 291 504 1,647 2,442 6,773 10,804 3,193 20,770 7,064 11,308 4,840 23,212
1999 Total ...................... 154 539 1,195 1,888 4,022 10,338 2,169 16,529 4,176 10,877 3,364 18,417
2000 Total ...................... 264 609 1,288 2,161 7,094 15,846 2,737 25,677 7,358 16,455 4,025 27,838

2001 January .................. 19 74 101 194 669 1,480 231 2,380 688 1,554 332 2,574
         February ................ 29 76 94 199 599 1,511 206 2,316 628 1,587 300 2,515
         March ..................... 24 51 90 165 665 1,563 188 2,416 689 1,614 278 2,581
         April ....................... 28 81 127 236 649 1,610 217 2,476 677 1,691 344 2,712
         May ........................ 28 84 136 248 736 1,678 241 2,655 764 1,762 377 2,903
         June ....................... 31 89 128 248 717 2,067 258 3,042 748 2,156 386 3,290
         July ........................ 31 89 153 273 651 2,070 218 2,939 682 2,159 371 3,212
         August ................... 27 104 132 263 670 2,056 248 2,974 697 2,160 380 3,237
         September ............. 18 82 119 219 619 1,925 198 2,742 637 2,007 317 2,961
         October .................. 29 90 144 263 764 2,011 220 2,995 793 2,101 364 3,258
         November .............. 20 88 131 239 549 1,651 175 2,375 569 1,739 306 2,614
         December .............. 26 53 89 168 462 1,500 192 2,154 488 1,553 281 2,322
         Total ...................... 310 961 1,444 2,715 7,750 21,122 2,592 31,464 8,060 22,083 4,036 34,179

2002 January .................. 16 60 108 184 409 1,328 207 1,944 425 1,388 315 2,128
         February ................ 16 56 103 175 418 1,247 198 1,863 434 1,303 301 2,038
         March ..................... 16 51 96 163 419 1,137 185 1,741 435 1,188 281 1,904
         April ....................... 15 51 94 160 395 1,130 182 1,707 410 1,181 276 1,867
         May ........................ 15 57 103 175 388 1,278 199 1,865 403 1,335 302 2,040
         June ....................... 15 58 106 179 401 1,301 202 1,904 416 1,359 308 2,083
         July ........................ 16 59 106 181 406 1,309 205 1,920 422 1,368 311 2,101
         August ................... 14 59 105 178 362 1,322 200 1,884 376 1,381 305 2,062
         September ............. 14 61 106 181 354 1,349 203 1,906 368 1,410 309 2,087
         October .................. 16 58 106 180 406 1,300 203 1,909 422 1,358 309 2,089
         November .............. 16 56 104 176 424 1,252 199 1,875 440 1,308 303 2,051
         December .............. 15 59 106 180 398 1,309 203 1,910 413 1,368 309 2,090
         Total ...................... 184 685 1,243 2,112 4,780 15,262 2,386 22,428 4,964 15,947 3,629 24,540

2003 January .................. 15 59 106 180 383 1,316 202 1,901 398 1,375 308 2,081
         February ................ 17 62 113 192 444 1,375 216 2,035 461 1,437 329 2,227
         March ..................... 19 63 118 200 496 1,406 226 2,128 515 1,469 344 2,328
         3-Month Total ....... 51 184 337 572 1,323 4,097 644 6,064 1,374 4,281 981 6,636

2002 3-Month Total ....... 48 167 307 522 1,246 3,712 590 5,548 1,294 3,879 897 6,070
2001 3-Month Total ....... 72 201 285 558 1,933 4,554 625 7,112 2,005 4,755 910 7,670

Notes:  •  These well counts include only the original drilling of a hole
intended to discover or further develop already discovered crude oil or natural
gas resources. Other drilling activities, such as drilling an old well deeper,
drilling of laterals from the original well, drilling of service and injection wells,
and drilling for resources other than crude oil or natural gas are excluded.
Due to the methodology used to estimate ultimate well counts from the
available partially reported data, the counts shown on this page are frequently

revised. See notes at end of section.  •   Geographic coverage is the 50 States
and the District of Columbia.

Web Page: http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/mer/resource.html.
Sources:  Energy Information Administration computations, which are

based on well reports submitted by the Petroleum Information Corporation,
Denver, Colorado.
 


